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Working to Make the Food
Supply Safer
Stop Foodborne Illness remains
focused on protecting public
health and advocating for a
stronger, more accountable food
safety system. This system should
prioritize prevention, transparency,
and the people most at risk. These
include infants who rely on
formula as their sole source of
nutrition, older Americans who
contract serious listeria infections
from deli meat, and consumers
with compromised immune
systems who cannot effectively
fight a foodborne infection.

In this issue, we highlight our
continued advocacy to strengthen
oversight of powdered infant
formula after yet another
outbreak, our work urging
enforceable limits on Salmonella
in poultry, and our growing
concerns about how staffing
reductions at FDA and USDA may
affect food safety inspections and
outbreak response. Together,
these issues highlight why STOP’s
voice and your support remain
critical as we move forward in
2026. 

STOP HIGHLIGHTS

At present, FDA shares the
identity of companies involved
in outbreaks only when there is
an associated recall. It
considers a company name to
be “confidential commercial
information." However STOP
challenged this interpretation
and is seeking wider release of
compnay names.

STOP FDA Petition

Message from our CEO, Sandra Eskin
I began working on food safety policy at the same
time that a group of dedicated families and
individuals impacted by serious foodborne illness
created STOP. Now, thirty years later, I have the
honor of heading this terrific organization. STOP
advocates for science-based policies that
prioritize public health – such as preventing expanded availability of raw milk
and supporting the development of best practices for the growing and
harvesting of fresh produce. Our constituents are our super power; your
experiences with foodborne illness can transform individual pain into
collective purpose. If you have stepped back from your involvement with
STOP or haven’t started yet, please join us – you are the voice for safe food!

STOP filed a Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) request
seeking background materials
shared with a National
Advisory Committee on
Microbiological Criteria for
Foods subcommittee
reviewing Cronobacter in
infant formula. The documents
were initially heavily redacted,
our appeal was granted and
the materials were released in
full and unredacted.

Successful FOIA Appeal

The Alliance to Stop Foodborne
Illness has welcomed 5 new
members in the last six
months, bringing total
membership to 26 companies!
Learn more about The Alliance.

New Alliance Members

UPCOMING CONFERENCES
SQF Unites - March 12, 2026
SQF (Safe Quality Food) is a leading global food safety and quality
certification and management system.

Global Food Safety Initiative  - March 26, 2026
The Global Food Safety Initiative (GFSI) is a prominent, industry-driven
organization that harmonizes international food safety standards

Food Safety Summit  - May 11-14, 2026
Food Safety Summit Gives Back Networking Reception, Food Safety
Culture Debate Club, FSMA at 15 Session

STOP FEATURED IN
THE NEWS &
PODCASTING

Food Safety Matters

Smarter Food Safety

Raw Milk in OK

Food Traceability Delays

Why Are Recalls Surging?
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https://stopfoodborneillness.org/alliance/
https://www.sqfi.com/sqf-unites
https://mygfsi.com/events/gfsi-conference/
https://mygfsi.com/events/gfsi-conference/
https://mygfsi.com/events/gfsi-conference/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/ep-212-dr-claire-sand-the-future-of-food/id1229532498?i=1000751174523
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/fsma-at-15-what-worked-what-didnt-where-do-we-go-from/id1876034955?i=1000751534005
https://ktul.com/news/local/tulsa-health-department-shares-raw-milk-risks-as-oklahoma-bills-advance-unpasteurized-milk-bacteria-listeria-salmonella-campylobacter-shiga-toxin-e-coli-potential-dangers-farm-food-safety
https://beforeitsnews.com/food-and-farming/2026/02/fda-plans-more-delays-to-food-traceability-rule-food-safety-leaders-its-time-to-quit-stalling-2543268.html
https://foodinstitute.com/focus/why-americas-food-recalls-are-surging/


 —Sandra Eskin, CEO

“It is the responsibility of a food
company, whether they’re
making baby formula or selling
romaine lettuce, to ensure that
their food is safe,”

Salmonella in Poultry
STOP continues to
advocate for enforceable
limits on Salmonella in
poultry. Although a
proposal to establish
such limits was
withdrawn in April, we
remain engaged. STOP

Infant Formula Safety
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The ongoing outbreak of infant botulism linked to ByHeart
powdered infant formula raises renewed concerns about
the safety of these products, which are the sole source of
nutrition for many infants. This follows the 2022 Abbott
outbreak involving Cronobacter and Salmonella.. 

STOP joined other consumer advocates in a letter urging
FDA to strengthen its oversight of powdered infant
formula,  including expanding Operation Stork Speed to
address microbiological contamination and increasing
inspection frequency at formula facilities. FDA has since
identified powdered whole milk, an ingredient used in
ByHeart formula, as a potential source of contamination.
STOP will continue to prioritize infant formula safety and
push for stronger protections. 

Learn more about powdered infant formula, the recent
infant botulism outbreak, and read stories of those
affected by formula outbreaks on our website.

Staff Cuts and Food
Safety Concerns

Share Your Story
If you are interested in sharing your story of
foodborne illness we’d love to include it on
our website. People who read about our
constituents’ experiences often want to
know “the rest of the story”. Contact Stanley
with questions or for assistance.

Volunteers Needed for Focus Groups
We are currently seeking volunteers for
focus groups that will address how we can
improve constituent engagement with STOP
and what food safety issues STOP should
prioritize in the coming years.
Contact Sandra for more information.

FSIS: FSIS experienced an 8% workforce
reduction in early 2025, including losses
among inspectors and investigators.
STOP and others have raised concerns
about increased workloads, inspector
burnout, and the agency’s ability to
maintain effective inspections and
outbreak response. 

Get Involved!

FDA: Reports indicate significant staffing
reductions within FDA’s Human Foods
Program in Oct 2025, including experts in
infant formula, toxicology, microbiology,
and inspections. While some layoffs were
later reversed following public concern
and media scrutiny, the long-term
impact on food safety oversight 
remains troubling. 
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https://stopfoodborneillness.org/policy/infant-formula/

provided verbal comments at USDA’s Food Safety and
Inspection Service (FSIS) January public meeting on
reducing Salmonella in poultry and submitted written
comments outlining needed actions. 
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