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A public health advocacy group is pressing the Food and Drug Administration to name more
companies and brand names associated with foodborne illness outbreaks by reinterpreting the law or
amending the agency’s regulations.

In a petition filed Thursday and shared exclusively with Bloomberg Law, nonprofit STOP Foodborne
lliness encouraged the FDA to change its legal interpretation of trade secrets and name any
foodmaker linked to an outbreak, even absent a product recall.

Under current policy, FDA considers company and brand names “confidential commercial
information” and only discloses them if recalling a product associated with a food illness outbreak.
STOP argues, however, that the agency’s interpretation of the Trade Secrets Act is incorrect and
shouldn’t cover a food company’s identity.

Disclosing more information about brands linked to food outbreaks can increase consumer trust and
encourage them to eat more produce, which aligns with the Trump administration’s Make America
Healthy Again initiative, the petition argued. HHS Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has focused his
agenda on overhauling US diets in an effort to combat chronic disease.

“STOP was founded by families directly impacted by severe foodborne illness,” CEO Sandra Eskin
said in a Thursday phone interview. “Disclosing the names of companies linked to foodborne illness
outbreaks helps ensure accountability.”

Eskin, who signed the petition, served as the US Department of Agriculture’s deputy undersecretary
of food safety during the Biden administration.

The FDA'’s citizen’s petition mechanism is perhaps best known for its role in increasing regulatory
oversight of tobacco products.
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Any member of the public has the right to file a citizen’s petition with the FDA requesting regulatory
changes, and statute requires the agency to respond to the petition within 180 days of receipt. If
officials deny a citizen’s petition, the filer can choose whether to litigate that decision in federal court.

The group’s petition doesn’t directly threaten a lawsuit, but does raise concerns with the FDA’s
interpretation of confidential commercial information under the Trade Secrets Act.

Case law showing that a company name isn’t considered commercial information under the Freedom
of Information Act demonstrates that the FDA has leeway to alter its interpretation of what’s
permissible to disclose under the Trade Secrets Act, the petition said. It asks the FDA to release a
memorandum reinterpreting its disclosure policy or to directly revise its regulatory code.

Even if FDA decides against changing its trade secrets perspective, its obligation to protect public
health under the Food Drug and Cosmetic Act provides the agency another pathway to disclose
company names, the petition argues, because if consumers know the brand name associated with an
outbreak they can toss offending products or report their iliness to medical professionals if they ate
contaminated food.

There’s precedent for the FDA to identify companies implicated in an outbreak even if their products
were never recalled and were no longer available to consumers: the agency identified two companies
by name in association with an E. coli outbreak in 2022.

In September 2025, the agency committed to disclosing more information about food outbreak
investigations as part of an effort to increase “radical transparency” for consumers.

Those steps were “necessary, but not sufficient,” Eskin said.

Fresh produce products, for example, have shorter shelf lives than more processed foods and
therefore are less likely to incur a recall because they stay on shelves and in kitchens for a shorter
period of time, Eskin said. Fruits and vegetables are significant contributors to foodborne illnesses,
according to a 2022 FDA report.

“If consumers hear again and again about outbreaks linked to fresh produce — but they are not
provided all the key information about these outbreaks, including the name of the company that
produced or grew the contaminated product — then their confidence in the safety of fresh fruits and
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vegetables will likely decline and, as a result, they may decide not to increase their consumption of
produce,” the petition said.

To contact the reporter on this story: Skye Witley at switley@bloombergindustry.com

To contact the editors responsible for this story: Zachary Sherwood at
zsherwood@bloombergindustry.com; Karl Hardy at khardy@bloombergindustry.com
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